
HARBURY PARISH COUNCIL

NOTICE OF CONGLUSION OF ANNUALAUDIT

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015

1 The audit of accounts for Harbury Parish Council
for the year ended 3l March 2026 has been completed and the accounts have
been published.

2 The Annual Return is available for inspection by any local government elector
in the area of Harbury Parish Council on application to

(a) Mrs Alison Biddle, Clerk to the Gouncil

(b) 2 Bull Ring Business Centre
Church Terrace
Harbury
cv33 gHL

(c) Mondays to Thursdays 10 am to 12 noon
Tel 01926 614 646
Email clerk@harburv-Dc.qov.uk

3 Copies of the Annual Return will be provided free of charge to any person on
request,

Announcement made by: Alison Biddle, Clerk to Harbury Parish Council

Date of Announcement: 12 August 2026
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Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025126 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:. where the higher of gross income or gross expendilure exceeded €25,000 but did not exceed
E15 million; or

. where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was €25,000
or less but that:
. are unable to certifo themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
. have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025126
1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure

exceeding f25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at the
end of each financial year in accordancewilh Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
. The Annual lnternal Audit Report must be completed by the authority's internal auditor.
. Sections I and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
. Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2026.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding !25,000 or an authoriiy with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding !25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2025 Reminder letters will incur a charge of f40 +VAT:
. the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with
. a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026
. an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
. notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights
. Annual lnternal Audit Report 2025/26

Unless requested, do not sehd any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will
ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion. the
Annual Governance and Accountability Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 - External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements
Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the
authority website/webpage:
Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:
. Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements
are as yet unaud ited:
. Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4
. Section 2 -Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish:
. Notice of conclusion of audit
. Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate
. Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR includinq any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review. lt
is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual lnternal Audit Report, page 3.

The Annual Governance and Accountability Retum constitutes the annual return referred to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 20'r5.
Throughout, the words 'external audito/ have the same meaning as the words'local auditor'in theAccounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

'far a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authoities refer to schedule 2 to the LocalAudit and Accountability Act 2014.
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025126
. The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR- Proper

Practices are lound in lhe Pradrtioners' Gulde* which is updated from time to time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequeni work by the external auditor.

. Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

. The authority should receive and note the Annual lnternal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

. Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no laterthan 30 June 2026

. The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 ) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

. The RFO is required to commence the public rights period which must be a single period of 30 working days for
inspection ( this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first '10 working days of July.

. You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

. Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. lf the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners' Guide".

. Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not.just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. lnclude complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance.

. Additional costs may be incurred if additional audit work is required.

. Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box I of 2026).

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

. The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

"Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices,
can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from vvww.ada.org.uk

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025126 Form 3 Page 2 ofo
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All sections Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

lnternal Audit Report Haveallhighlighted boxes been completed bythe internalauditorand explanations provided?

Section 1 For any statement to which the response is 'no', has an explanation been published? N/.,1

Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before
presentation to the authority for approval?

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been conflrmed
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled to Box 8?

Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds - have all disclosures been made ifthe authority as a body mrporate is a
sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested. vin

Completion checklist -'No' answers mean you may not have met requirements Yes No



Annual lntemal Audit Report 2025126

Harbury Parish Council

During ihe financial year ended 31 lMa!'ch 2026. ihis authcrity's internai auditor acting independently and on the

coarrols in operation and cblained apprcpfiai: eviCence frorn ihe aulhoflty

Txe internai aucjii ior 2025/26 nas Deen carrieo o,I in acao[cance wnh lhis aulhoriiy s neecs anc piannec covei-age
Oii ihe basis of the flndings in ihe 3reas exarnined. tlre internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table Set
r.,ui i)eiovo aie iiic utleri,vee 3i i|rir"r';ai e,.,rri;oi ard dioirgsid-- dre ihe iirieli)ai a,juti corrclusirils ori wiieiliel ift aii
significani respecrs. ihe controi objeciires v."ere being achis\,ed throughoui ihe inancial .veer to a siandard adsquate

Aprrcpriaie a.countJng .ecords have been p.ope.ly kepi !h.oughout ihe finanr,lai yea.

This authcrity complied with its finarcial .eguiaticns, p€yfien!s we.e suppo.ted by lnvgices ail
expendri,Jre ,r/as apprgved and VAT was appiopnaielv eccoLtnied ici
This a.Jihoritl, assesseci the srgoif,cant risks 10 achieving ils objectrves and revrewed ihe adeq!acy
of arra.eementa to *lanag-a these

fhe lrecept or rates requiremeni fesulied fao.n an adequ?te budgetan/ process. progress agaiqsl

Expecied Income was fully rece!ved based on ccrreci prices- properly r-eccided anc p.omptiv

Cash payments were properly suppoded by receiDts. aii cash expendiiure lvas apprcved and
VAT appropriaieiy ac.olrnied ior

Salaries to empioyees af,d ailowances lo 
're.obers 

were pard in acco.Caflce wiih this aulhority s
aapacvats, and PAYi ano Ni aequraements vlere proDeriy app|ec.

Assai a.ad inresl!_reris aeelsters weae aorxpleie atd Sccuraie end Drcperly mainiaifed

P-aiod;c bank accolrnl r-e6oncilialrOns \-r'eae 0ropealy carried orjt duaing the yeaa.

1!:t'r'... '9..c.'i Er.rr L'epd.eJ rrr i g . .E yEe, "/q'u PrcFa !- w I 6tr i ctc,Pir
aad payments oa income ancj expenciluie), agieed to ihe cash booll s!pooaled ll,v an adequale audil

i-- 16.^.;. 6 a:hr^rc ,.., ^16.1,r......,r.6 ^.^^ar'. .6-^.lr-.

J.

if the aulhodty cediiied itseif as exe.'rlil ircr. e iimiied assurar:ce ieview in :0?4125. it mei the
e.:, .Pr.u r,-.1)cL,a 4.,! -v cury JEr,or:v .5c cnEIitL.

K-

L. The authority published ihe required informaiion on a websiielvr'ebpage up to daie al ihe iime of the
iniernai audit in accordance wilh the relevant legislation.

M. ln the year covered by this AGAR, the authority conectly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by ihe Accounts and Audil Regulalions idunng the 2425n6 AGAR peiad.
were pubJc a.rgrts m,glaltan ta the 2A24-25 AGAR evide ceC if a noiice o?, lhe \eellsite ?nd/c{
auil.lni* appraved mifir.les coirii.rr,.irq ,le Cates se{j

[J. The authodty has complied with the publication requiremefits for 2024125 AGAR
{iee AGAR Page 1 G.rr'drnce lJeiesl.

'lhe a{iho.iiy has complied wiih iaws iegLriaiioos & prcper pfaclices reialing ro digiial and dai6
camoiiance.

F- (For local councils only)
Trusl iunds (including chariiable) The council met its respons;bil;ties as a truslee.

ljo. ax! other isk areas ideniified by this aLrthc.itv adequate cont.ois exsled (list any ctier.isk areas on separate sheets if neederl)

Date(s) intemal audil undertaken

14104t2025 0910212026

Signature of person who
camed oui the intemal audit

Name cl peason \.,'tio aarried oqi ti€ lniernai 3udii

Kevin Rose ACMA- IAC Audit & Cohsultancv Ltd

r2inii2326
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Local C,luiraiis. lnic.ilal Drainage Bcaids anC other Smaller Authoriiies

lnternal conlrcl obiectir,*

T'

I



Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025126

We acknowledge as the members of:

Harbury Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

"Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

^^ / I -Jr/cLl l)a)b
and recorded as minute reference:

auf oau "za i,1n. 3r.

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

www.harbury-pc.gov.uk

Chair

Clerk

1. We have put in place arangements for etrective financial
managoment during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

prepared its accounting staternents in accotdance
with the Accounts and Audk Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of intemal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

fiade prcWr affangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matters
of aclualor poter{ial non-compliance with laws,
regulations and Proper Practic.es that could have a
significant financialeffed on the ability of this
authority to conduct its business or manage its

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors'rights in accordance with the
requirements of theAccounts andAudit Regulations.

duing the year gave all persons interested the oppotlunity ta
inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts

5, We canied out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage thoso
risks, including the introduction of intemal controls and,/or
extemal insurance cover where requireo.

cansidered and docufiented the financial and other isks it
faces and dealt with them propedy.

6. We maintained throughoutthe year an adequate and
effective system of intemal audit ot the accountjng
records and control systems.

V/
arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
contrcls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal contrcls meet the needs af this smaller autharily.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from ihtemal and extemal audit.

responded to matters brought to its aftentian by internal and

8. We considered lvhether any litigation, liabilities or
commilments, events or transactions, occuning either
during or afrer the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

L/'

disclosed everf4hing it should have aboltt its businass activry
duing the year including events taking place after the yeat
end ff relevant.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
cha table. lh our capacity as the sole managing
trusiee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities forthe tund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local
trust or trusts.

1 0. We have put in place anangements for the effective lT
and data mahagemenl in accordance with proper
practices during the year underrevieu V

has made suitable arrahgements fot its lT ahd data
managEment and has complied with prcper practbes in
doing so.

fu*^- /;a*

Page 4 of 6Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025126 Form 3
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Section 2 - Accounting Statemenls 2025126 for

Harbury Parish Council

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

az /o+ /aoab

as recorded in minute reference:
r - - /- /

lfr "/c dt,/ub(, /7c

b*^- A"'at -.
07t04t2026

Daie

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments ,,/290,810 , 329,226

The sum of all cuffent and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and shoi term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
Iong term investments
and assets

366,890
The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made
up of all its fixed assets and long term investrnenfs as al
31 March.

10, Total borrowings
0 0

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third parties (including PV{LB).

1'l Do the figures in the
accounting statements above
exclude any trust transactions?

For guidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.31 to 2.33.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3
Local Councils, lntemal Drainage Boards and olher Smaller Authorities*
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Year endinq Notes and quidance

31 March
2025
l

31 March
2026

Please round allfigures lo nearesffr. Do not leave any
boxes blank and repotl t0 or Nil balances. All figures
must agree to underlying financial records.

1. Balances brought
forward 301,886 292,584

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree
to Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies 138,886 147 .711

Total amount af precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+) Total other .eceipts
15,400 17.270

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2)- lnclude any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs

40,032 42,573
Total expenditure or made to and on behalf
of all employees. lnclude gross salaries and wages,
employers Nl contributions. employers pension
contri butions, oratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interesucapital
repayments 0 0

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authorw's borrowings (if any).

6. G) Allother payments
123,556 82,782

Total expenditure or as recorded in the cash-
book /ess sratr cosls (line 4) and loan interest/capital

7. (=) Balances carried
forward 292,584 332,210

Total balances and reserues at the end of the year.
must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

366,075

For Local Councils Only Yes No

meeting where the Accounting



Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2025126

ln respect of Ilarl)ury Pa rish Council

'1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibilily as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is sel oul by the Nalional Audil Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does nol conslitule an audit carried oul in accordance wilh
lnle[nalional Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence il does not provide the sanre level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statulory audit
is appropriate for lhose local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, lhe audiior is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 ot the Annual Governance and
Accounlability Return in accordance wilh NAO Auditor Guidance Noie 02 (AGN 02) as issued by lhe NAO on behalf of lhe
Compkoller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website hltos://www.lao.olo.Uk/code-audil-
p-Lae!Dc&! idal]qeard:lllgruelgL1q-a1ldrtslsl

This authority is responsible for ensuring that ils financial rnanagement is adequale and eflective and that it has a sout]d
syslem of internal control. The aulhorily prepares an Annual Govefl'tance and Accountabilily Relurn in accordance with
Ptope I Prac I i ce s which

. summarises lhe accounting records ,or the year ended 31 March 2026; and

. confirn'rs and provides assurance on those matters thal are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external
auditors

2 External auditor limited assurance opinion 2025126

On lhe basis of our review of Sections 'l and 2 of lhe Annual Governance and Accountabilily Return, in our opinion the
informalion in Sections 1 and 2 ot the Annual Governance and Accountabilily Return is in accordance wilh the Proper
Praclices and no olher n'ratters have come to our altention giving cause for concern that relevant legislalion and regulatory
requiremenls have nol been rnet.

Other malters not affecting our opinion which we draw lo the altention of the autlrority:

On review, the council's general reserves are higher than the generally accepled level for smaller authorilies. General
reserues are lhe level of reserves after adjusling for any earmarked or ringfenced funds. The council informed us that the
build-up of general reseryes is because tinring djfferences on planned expendilure. Per Paragraph 5.34 of lhe SAPPP
Praclitioners' Guide 2025, best practice suggests thal general reserves should cover al least 3 monlhs of expenditure and
anylhing greater than 12 months of expenditure is considered excessive. The council has assured thal plans are in place lo
reduce lhe level ol reseryes, however whcre reseryes are being built-up or retained for specific purposes these should be
earn'rarked and not general.

The bank reconciliation originally provided on the initial submission did nol equal box B ol Seclion 2 as pet Parcgrcph 2.25
of the SAPPP Praclitioners' Guide 2025. A revised bank reconcilialion has been submilied which includes a bank accounl
thal was nrissed on lhe original reconcilialion. This reconciliation agrees lo box 8 of Seclion 2 and therefore no furlher
concerns arise in this area. Please would the council ersure going forwards that lhe bank reconciliatior't submiltecl reconciles
to the box B figure per Section 2.

3 External auditor certificale 2025126

We certify that we have completed our review of Seclions 1 and 2 ot the Annual Govenrance and Accountabilily Return, and
discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Acl 2014. for lhe year ended 31 March 2026.

[:xlernal At{dito. Nan]e External Audilor Signature

!l r'roone - /.4ru t
Date

15t07 t2026

Annual Governance and Accountabilily Return 2025/26 Part 3
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